Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.197; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
The title compound, C 12 H 19 O 4 P, has a distorted tetrahedral geometry around the P atom. The molecules form dimers with (1996); Feng et al. (2007) . For hydrogen-bond motifs, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
In continuation to the study of phosphonate compounds (Acar et al., 2009; Tahir et al., 2007 Tahir et al., , 2009 ), we, herein report the preparation and crystal structure of the title compound (I), (Fig. 1.) .
The crystal structures of (II) Diethyl 1-hydroxy-1-(pyridin-2-yl)ethyl phosphonate (Feng et al., 2007) and (III) Diethyl
(1-hydroxy-1-methyl-3-phenyl-2-propynyl)phosphonate (deMendonca et al., 1996) has been reported, previously. The title compound (I) has distorted tetrahedral geometry around phosphorus atom ( Fig. 1 . A view of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Ethyl groups having higher occupancy ratios are selected. 
Special details
Experimental. The structure was solved by Patterson method using SHELX86. The whole molecule was recognized. 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)

